
Asu Army Uniform Setup
ASU Army Uniform Setup: A Comprehensive Guide for Soldiers

Are you preparing for your next Army Service Uniform (ASU) inspection or a formal event? Navigating the intricacies of the
ASU uniform setup can feel daunting, with its specific regulations and seemingly endless combinations of authorized items.
This comprehensive guide will demystify the ASU, providing a step-by-step setup process, detailed explanations of each
component, and crucial tips to ensure you're always impeccably dressed. We'll cover everything from the correct placement
of your ribbons and badges to the nuances of your insignia and accessories, ensuring you're fully prepared to present
yourself with confidence and professionalism. Let’s get started!

Understanding the Army Service Uniform (ASU)

Before diving into the setup, it's crucial to grasp the fundamental components and regulations surrounding the ASU. The
ASU is the formal uniform worn for ceremonies, official events, and occasions requiring a professional and polished
appearance. It differs significantly from the Army Combat Uniform (ACU) in both its appearance and the level of detail
required for proper wear. Understanding this difference is the first step to successfully setting up your ASU.

Step-by-Step ASU Setup Guide

https://netsec.csuci.edu/2/publication/download/asu_army_uniform_setup.pdf


This guide assumes you have all the necessary components of your ASU. If you are missing any items, consult your unit's
supply sergeant or refer to AR 670-1 for detailed information on authorized equipment.

#### 1. The Foundation: Shirt, Trousers, and Shoes

Shirt: Begin with a crisp, long-sleeve, white Army Service Uniform shirt. Ensure it's properly ironed and free of wrinkles. The
shirt should be tucked in neatly.

Trousers: Your trousers should be clean, pressed, and appropriately sized. Ensure the length is correct, neither too short nor
too long. The trouser creases should be sharp and well-defined.

Shoes: Black, leather shoes are mandatory for the ASU. They must be polished to a high shine, free of scuffs and scratches.
Ensure your socks are clean and black.

#### 2. Insignia and Decorations: Accurately Placing Your Awards and Badges

Name Tape and Unit Patch: Your name tape goes on the right breast pocket. The unit patch is placed on the left breast
pocket. Ensure they are straight and evenly spaced.

Ribbons: Ribbons are positioned above the right breast pocket. They are arranged in order of precedence, from highest to
lowest award. Use a ribbon rack to maintain proper alignment.

Badges: Badges, such as the Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) or Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB), are placed above the
ribbons, following a specific order of precedence.

Other Insignia: Any other authorized insignia, such as the Ranger Tab or Special Forces Tab, are worn above the ribbons,
usually to the left.

#### 3. The Finishing Touches: Accoutrements and Accessories



Tie: A black tie is required for the ASU, worn in a proper knot (e.g., four-in-hand). Ensure the tie is not too loose or too tight.

Belt: A black belt with a standard buckle is worn with the ASU. It should be clean and properly adjusted.

Additional Items: Consider authorized items like the Army Identification Tag (dog tags), worn under the shirt.

#### 4. Inspection and Refinement

Before heading out, conduct a thorough self-inspection. Check for any wrinkles, loose threads, or misaligned insignia. Ensure
your shoes are spotless and your overall appearance is sharp and professional. A second set of eyes can be invaluable in
catching minor details you may have missed.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Unpressed uniform: A wrinkled ASU detracts from a professional appearance.
Improperly aligned insignia: Take your time to accurately place your ribbons and badges.
Unpolished shoes: Shiny shoes are essential for a polished look.
Incorrect tie knot: A properly tied tie adds to the overall professional look.
Missing or incorrect accessories: Check all components to ensure compliance.

Maintaining Your ASU

Proper care and maintenance are vital for ensuring your ASU remains in top condition. Regular cleaning and ironing are
essential. Store your ASU properly to prevent wrinkles and damage. Knowing how to care for your uniform ensures it will
always look its best.



Conclusion

Setting up your Army Service Uniform correctly requires attention to detail and adherence to regulations. By following this
step-by-step guide and avoiding common mistakes, you can ensure you always present a professional and polished image.
Remember to consult AR 670-1 for the most up-to-date regulations.

FAQs

1. Where can I find the current Army regulations for the ASU? AR 670-1 is the official Army regulation covering wear and
appearance of uniforms.

2. What happens if I wear my ASU incorrectly? Incorrectly wearing your ASU can result in disciplinary action, depending on
the severity of the infraction.

3. Can I wear a different color tie with my ASU? No, a black tie is mandatory for the ASU.

4. Where can I purchase the necessary components for my ASU? Your unit's supply sergeant can provide guidance, and
various online military uniform retailers offer the necessary items.

5. Are there variations in the ASU setup depending on rank or MOS? While the basic setup remains consistent, certain MOS
(Military Occupational Specialty) may require additional insignia or variations. Consult AR 670-1 for specifics.
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